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TraillWorks to Kick off Fall Exhibits with Artist, Brenda Decker and 

a Benefit for Ovarian Cancer Awareness

Newton, NJ (August 25, 2010) 

TraillWorks is excited to announce the beginning of a series of fall exhibitions with a show by guest artist, Brenda Decker. Saturday, September 11th, from 5 – 8pm, a meet the artist reception is scheduled to celebrate the opening of “Brenda Decker: New Acrylic Paintings & Recent Gelatin Monotypes” featuring food by Krave Cafe and Caterers and Folonari and Trapiche wines. Throughout the day, in support of National Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, TraillWorks will be hosting a benefit for Turn the Towns Teal®, Inc. a 501(c) 3 non-profit devoted to Ovarian Cancer Awareness.  

Brenda Decker, of Stockholm, is a multitalented painter and printmaker, skilled in both abstract and realistic approaches. Known in particular for her vividly textured, abstract gelatin print monotypes, the new paintings she produced for this show explore the capabilities of acrylic to mimic the textural qualities of gelatin prints. Also included in the exhibit will be recent gelatin monotypes. 
TraillWorks owner, Jennie Traill Schaeffer, met Decker while exhibiting together at the former Art at the Mill in Lafayette. Schaeffer was immediately drawn to Decker’s immediate, vivid gelatin prints. About her work, Decker says “I’ve been making work since I was little and always had a need to make art.” She enjoys “getting into the zone” and says her works are loosely inspired by nature. Most important in her work is the experience of producing the art, yet she strives for what is “the absolute best”. Decker has been focusing on her artwork professionally since 2001, mostly self-taught but attributes her printmaking knowledge to artist, Lisa Zukowski and her painting to Jonathan Talbot. Her works have been exhibited locally at the Sussex County Arts & Heritage Council Gallery and Gallery at the Green in Newton, Art at the Mill of Lafayette, and Hilltop Country Day School in Sparta. She has also had the honor of acceptance in several Skylands Juried Art Shows at SCA&HC, including this year’s, which opens on the same evening.  

Decker’s show at TraillWorks happens to fall during the month of September, which is national ovarian cancer awareness month. Ovarian Cancer has been nicknamed “The Silent Disease.” Because of subtle symptoms and the lack of early detection tests, few women seek medical care when symptoms arise. If the disease is caught in the earliest stage, it has a survival rate 0f 93%, which is why Turn the Towns Teal®, Inc. is so important. Their singular mission is to promote awareness of ovarian cancer and its symptoms. It consists of volunteers throughout the country tying teal ribbons in their towns and distributing symptom cards & literature pertaining to ovarian cancer. 

For several years TraillWorks has supported ovarian cancer awareness through various events after her mom’s best friend passed away several years ago from the disease. TraillWorks and its artists will again support ovarian cancer awareness by donating 5% of the retail price on all sales during the day to Turn the Towns Teal®, Inc. Additionally, customers who purchase artwork or jewelry have the option of special pricing or asking TraillWorks to donate a full 10% from their purchase that day to support Turn the Towns Teal®, Inc. Some of the jewelry artists are making teal-colored jewelry and both Brenda Decker and Jennie Traill Schaeffer’s works feature teal. Local restaurant, Krave Cafe and Caterers (102 Sparta Ave., Newton) is preparing and donating hors d’ oeuvres for the evening artist reception, complimenting offerings of Trapiche and Folonari wines donated by Frederick Wildman and Sons, Ltd., as part of their September promotion to donate 50 cents of every Trapiche and Folonari bottle sold during the month to Turn the Towns Teal®, Inc.

For more information about Brenda Decker and Traillworks, visit www.traillworks.com or call 973-383-1307. To learn more about Turn the Towns Teal®, Inc. and help spread awareness of the disease visit www.turnthetownsteal.org.
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